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much that has been handed down from the Shamanite
religion., for many of the various masked players
represent evil spirits which are finally overcome by
benevolent spirits. On the other hand3 the Cam is also
a theatrical or circus performance, given by the lamas
for their own and the people's amusement.

The pantomimes presented by the lamas are not
always traditional but are made up from time to time
by the lamas themselves. There are many solemn
consultations and meetings at the monasteries a long
time before the festival as to the pantomimes., jokes,
and "gags" to be passed for the Cam.
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